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This book deserves a full review – and a translation in English, although it mainly constitutes a reaction to Afrikaans pietism. A variety of Biblical views on Jesus of Nasareth is given, with the author mercilessly taking the reader back to the worlds from which the Biblical texts originated. The contents of the book are not comforting to the pietist reader who searches the Scriptures for Jesus of Nasareth as the incarnation of the one, unchangeable God. Sound historical research of Biblical texts, with a good measure of structural analysis, is presented in a clear style, perhaps too clear, leaving no doubt as to the way in which pietism and Puritanism have coloured Afrikaans perceptions of Jesus of Nasareth. It is an eye-opening book and needs to be read by local pastors, especially those who at the moment hold Afrikaans speaking people captive in an ignorant and mindless Jesus-revivalism which is accompanied by excessive sexism and pie-in-the-sky prosperity theologies – all proclaimed in the name of Jesus of Nasareth.

